
 

 

Match Report 
    
 

Opponent:  University of Delaware Date: 4 MAR 06 

 

First Match: Navy 20 UD 10  A Side 

Second Match: Navy 33 UD 26  B Side 

Third Match: Navy 35 UD  0  C Side 

 

Navy traveled up Route 95 on 

Saturday to play the Fighting Blue 

Hens of the University of Delaware.  

To any fan just walking up, it took a 

moment to be sure which team was 

which with so much Blue and Gold on 

the pitch.  The match looked to open 

well for the Gold shirted Mids as they 

took the UD kick and immediately 

drove down the field.  However, the 

drive stalled 10 meters from try and 

the Delaware defense cleared.  The 

next twenty minutes saw a continuing 

theme of Navy moving up the field to 

the UD 22 only to have the Hens kick 

to relieve pressure.  This tactic 

worked exceedingly well with a 

gusting wind moving down the field 

from the Northwest into the faces of 

the Mids. 

At 22 minutes Navy would 

finally convert one of their 

possessions in the UD 22.  Senior 

flanker Tommy Ragsdale slammed 

across the line after multiple phases 

were held at the line, no conversion 

(Navy 5 UD 0).  Delaware, with no 

offense in the match to this point, 

struck back within three minutes.  

Their outside center played a fake 

pass to perfection to step through the 

Navy line.  He fed the fullback wide 

on the left who then popped to a 

flanker who trotted in from 22, no 

conversion (Navy 5 UD 5).  It was 

only three minutes before the Hens 

struck again.  This time they drove in 

off a lineout and touched down in the 

corner, no conversion (Navy 5 UD 

10). 

The blue clad team looked to 

have scored again five minutes later, 

but their center was in the Navy 

backline before the ball was out of the 

scrum and his interception and walk 

in try were called back.  Navy had 

wasted multiple strong breaks through 

the UD line from senior fullback Eric 

McElvenny and second class center 

Mike Humara in the first half.  

However, none had received any 

support.  The half ended with the 

score Navy 5 UD 10. 

Navy kicked to open the second 

half and immediately applied pressure 

to the UD defense.  It took only four 

minutes for the Mids to once again 

touch down in the try zone.  The Navy 



backs swung left and second class fly 

half Graham Cleveland skipped the 

ball to Humara.  Humara burst 

through the line, this time with plenty 

runners with him, and fed senior wing 

Lane Drummond who went in for the 

score, no conversion (Navy 10 UD 

10). 

Delaware had no sustained 

offence with which to counter.  Now 

with the wind at their backs, Navy 

was able to play almost entirely in the 

UD half of the field.  This did not 

mean that the game was not contested.  

As would prove to be true all day, 

players would leave the field with 

visual reminders of what they had 

done this Saturday afternoon.  

Monday was promising to be a busy 

day for Doc Nasin down in Brigade 

Medical. 

Navy’s sustained pressure 

would pay off at the 15 minute mark 

with their second try of the half.  The 

Gold shirts controlled their lineout 

and worked the ball across the field to 

the left.  The UD defense held the left 

half of the field and it soon contained 

almost every player on the field.  

However Mike Humara was still on 

the far right trying to walk-off a 

tweaked hammy.  Navy quickly 

swung the ball back to the right where 

Humara stood up long enough to 

catch the ball and then fall forward 

across the line, Hobby conversion 

(Navy 17 UD 10).  Humara, 

unfortunately, was forced to 

immediately leave the game with a 

leg injury. 

The next 20 minutes saw the 

most open play of the match as 

Delaware was forced to open up their 

game and look for a score.  The only 

scoring that remained to be done 

though was from the foot of second 

class wing Chase Hobby.  Hobby 

converted a 30 meter penalty kick 

with just minutes left on the clock to 

seal the match.  Final score, Navy 20 

UD 10. 

 

 The second match saw 

Delaware off to the fast start; once 

again with the wind at their backs to 

start the match.  The Hens drove 

down the field through strong forward 

play in drives and rucks.  Though 

Navy stopped the first few attempts, 

Delaware would crack the scoreboard 

with a rolling maul in the seventh 

minute of the match, no conversion 

(Navy 0 UD 5).  Five minutes later 

saw a similar situation in the 

Southeast corner of the field.  This 

time the Navy defense was breached 

by a UD forward bursting through 

from 3 meters out, converted (Navy 0 

UD 12). 

 Delaware continued to kick to 

the Southeast corner and force Navy 

to play very deep in their own 22.  

Even when they won possession of 

the ball, the strong wind preventing 

them from kicking for relief past the 

22.  This would cost them again in the 

18
th
 minute when Delaware drove a 5 

meter lineout in for their third try, 

converted (Navy 0 UD 19).  This 

finally seemed to awaken the Navy 



forwards.  The following kickoff was 

secured by Navy and the blue kitted 

Navy forwards punished the UD pack 

up the field.  The ball touched the 

backs’ hands maybe once on the 

extended possession before third class 

flanker Michael Stanley scored off a 

ruck, Quin conversion (Navy 7 UD 

19). 

 Delaware was keen to reply and 

did so just two minutes later when 

they stole ball from a Navy ruck 5 

meters out and punched it across to 

take a Navy 7 UD 26 lead.  Halftime, 

though, would come just minutes too 

late for the Hens. 

 Plebe scrum half Kevin Dewey 

would provide Navy the needed spark 

going into the half.  Dewey alertly 

took a quick penalty tap and stepped 

past the entire UD pack with one step 

at the Navy ten meter line.  He then 

raced 60 meters, dodging a wing and 

fullback before off loading to his right 

to a supporting second class wing Ron 

Neal to score under the posts, Quin 

conversion (Navy 14 UD 26).  The 

score put Navy within striking 

distance to enter the second half. 

 Navy started the second right 

where they had ended the first, with 

the pedal to the floor going at 

Delaware.  15 minutes into the half, 

senior fullback Michael Quin fielded 

a kick from Delaware 30 meters from 

try and stepped forward to beat the 

first man.  He then pinned the outside 

wing and played Neal to his left with 

nothing but grass in front of him, no 

conversion (Navy 19 UD 26).  The 

match was tied five minutes later 

when Kevin Dewey picked from the 

base of the ruck, slipped through the 

forward defense of Delaware and 

sprinted 40 meters to touch under the 

posts, Quin conversion (Navy 26 UD 

26).  Navy had now scored 19 

unanswered points and was not 

looking to stop. 

 However, Delaware was 

determined to not let this match slip 

away.  The teams exchanged 

possession between the 22’s with hard 

runs only stopped by harder tackles.  

Emotions soon boiled over and Navy 

went down a man when Stanley was 

sin binned for coming in late to a 

confrontation.  Delaware seized the 

opportunity to pressure the Navy line, 

but to no avail.  Navy held against 

multiple 5 meter scrums and drives on 

goal. 

 The weirdest moment of the 

game occurred during one of these 

goal line stands when Delaware 

appeared to have scored.  As the ball 

was touched down by an extended 

arm of an UD player, it came loose.  

Third class lock Jerrod Hammes 

picked up the ball and stood 

motionless behind the posts.  While 

there was no whistle the UD players 

began to celebrate and left Hammes 

with the ball.  Quin alertly told 

Hammes to start running and Hammes 

played him the ball as the two 

sprinted from the left side of the try 

zone.  Quin made it to the ten meter 

line before he was caught and his pass 

mysteriously knocked on by a UD in 



pursuit.  The resulting scrum to Navy 

confused everyone; as if the situation 

in the try zone had not already done 

so. 

 Stanley returned to the pitch to 

put Navy back to full strength and 

they pressed for the win.  The Mids 

were soon pounding on the door from 

multiple lineouts and scrums within 

the UD 22.  Dewey ended multiple 

Navy phases within 5 meters when he 

slipped through to score the final try 

of the day, Quin conversion (Navy 33 

UD 26).  Navy finished out the half 

kicking Delaware deep into their half 

each time they pushed forward.  The 

second half shut out and Navy’s 26 

unanswered points made for a final 

score line of Navy 33 UD 26. 

 

 The Navy C side came out and 

produced the most one sided match of 

the afternoon.  They struck early and 

often with 7 trys coming from seven 

different players.  Second class lock 

Pat Polk scored the first slamming in 

a picked ball just minutes into the 

match.  Third class wing Ryan 

Worrell had the second, benefit from 

the nice hands through the backs.  The 

next was another power try through 

third class prop Nathan Hayba who 

rumbled his way through loose UD 

forwards to score from 5 meters.  The 

last try of the half came from third 

class scrumhalf Richard Brooks.  

Brooks bobbed and weaved his way 

through Hens after picking from the 

bottom of the ruck. 

 The second half saw Navy 

continue to pressure the UD line.  

Third class Brian Geisen, recently 

moved to flanker, scored his first as a 

forward.  He was followed in by third 

class lock Steven Terjesen who put 

Navy up 30 nil when he stepped 

through the Delaware line.  Ron Neal 

would end the days scoring with 

another streaking try, his third of the 

day, with just under ten minutes to go 

in the match. 

 All would have been 

perfect if Navy had not been forced to 

take two players from the match with 

concussions.  Third class fly half 

James Kerrigan provided much 

amusement to his teammates by 

continually asking why he was in the 

van. 

 
~ M. M. QUIN reporting 

 



Scoring Stats:

A Side 

Trys 

Drummond 

Humara 

Ragsdale 

Penalties 

 Hobby 

Conversions made 

 Hobby  

Conversions missed 

 Drummond x2  

Cards 

 None 

 

B Side 

Trys 

 Dewey x2 

 Neal  x2 

Stanley  

Penalties 

 None 

Conversions made 

 Quin  x4 

Conversions missed 

 Quin 

Cards 

 Stanley 

C Side 

Trys 

 Brooks 

 Geisen 

 Hayba  

 Neal 

 Polk 

 Terjesen 

 Worrell 

 Penalties 

 None 

Conversions made 

 None 

Conversions missed 

 Bosma x2 

 Brooks x5 

Cards 

 None 


